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Tho degree of security that can be afforded tho 
President of tho United States iq dependent to a conoidorable 
extent upon the degreo of contact*' with tho general publlo 
dee: red by tho Prer.idont. Absolute occurity Is neither 
practical nor posslblo. An approach to comploto oocurity 
would require tho President to operato in a sort of vacuus* 
isolated frora tho general public and behind lnprccnablo 
barriers. His travel would bo in secret; his publlo 
appearances would bo behind bullotproof glass. 

A noro practical approaoh necessitates conpromiso. 

Any travel, any contact with tho general public, involves a 
calculated risk on tho part of tho President and tho nen , 
responsible for his protection. Such risks can bo lessened 
v.v.cn tho President recognises tho occurity problea, has 
confidence in tho dedicated Secret Ccrvlco non who aro ready 
to lay down their lives for 'hint and accepts tho accessary 
security precautions which they rcconncnd. Many Presidonts 
linvo bcon understandably inpatient with tho occurity * . r 

precautions which cany years of experience dictato bocausox^ (J 
theso precautions rcduco tho President's privacy and tho / Jr . 
access to him of tho pcoplo of tho country. Novortholcos,'— I 
tho procedures and advico should bo accepted if tho President 
wishes to hnvo any security. 

In addition to tho measures now in forco, consideration 
might bo given to the following suggestions designed to improve 
tho occurity of tho Preoldoat. 
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Travel: 






I I. Advise tho Sccrot Scrvico as far in advanoe 
as posslblo of travol plans and proposed . itinerary 

( 2. Avoid publicising exact rout 
long as posslblo. 

1 3. Uso specially arnored cars witlf bullotproof 
glass and have such cars readily available in locations 

frequently visited. y I /) A / 
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.. . *• Avoid setting a specific pattern of travel or 

other activity, such as visiting the sans church at the sane 
timo each Sunday. 7 

Public Apnearnncea i 

I t/ 

1. Use naximum feasible screening of persons in 
attendance, including uso of detection devices sensitive to 
the amount of motal required in a firoara or grenado. 



1 2. Uoe a bulletproof shiold in front of the entire 
rostrum in public appearances euch as the swearing in ceremony ' 
at tho Capitol, the Presidential reviewing stand in front of 
the Whito House on Inauguration Days, and on the rear of trains* 

I S. Kcop to a minimum the President's movements 
within crowds. Remain on the rostrum after publlo addresses, 
rathor than mingling with the audience. " 

A. In appcarancos at publio sporting events, such 
as football garaco, rouain in one place rather than changing 
| sides during tho halftime ooremoaios* 

1 5. Limit publio appearances by use of television 
vhonevor possible, 

6. Avoid walking in publio except when absolutely 

neocssary. 9 

Legislations 



1. Add the Prosldcnt and the Vico President to 
tho lint of Fcdoral Officers set out in Section 1114, Title 
18, Unltod States Cods, assaults upon whom ars punishable 
undor Fodoral law. 

2. Furnish the Socret Service improved authority 

to request assistance and cooperation from other United States 
agencies, including tbs military, particularly in connection 
with foreign travel. 
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PROTECTION OP THE PRESIDENT 



1 3. Improve control o f the sale of firoarms, 
requiring as a minimum, registration. of ovory firearm sold, 
together with adequnto identification of the purchaser* 

1 4, Dan picketing In the vioinity of the White Bouse 
as is now done at the United States Capitol and 8upreme Court* 

NOTE : 

See memorandum Brennan to 8ullivan dated 12/1/63. 
same caption/ OHB:braf/ 
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